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Quarter 4 of 2020 was characterised by a series of 
large regional meetings which all served to raise 
awareness, share experience and build capacity on water 
management within the Eastern Partnership countries. 

A Regional Workshop on Equitable and Sustainable 
Water Allocation took place on 5-6 October 2020. The 
workshop provided a platform for sharing experiences 
on transboundary water allocation and water scarcity. 
It brought together national technical level experts 
and heads of water departments and addressed 
transboundary water management by States in Europe 
(with a focus on Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and the 
Balkans) and selected neighbouring riparian States. The 
meeting was organised by UNECE with support from 
OECD and included panel sessions specific for sharing 
the work delivered under EUWI+. 

On 4 November 2020, a regional webinar on wastewater 
monitoring for early tracking of Covid-19 infections was 
conducted by UBA for EaP countries. Austrian experts 
from the Technische Universität in Vienna and UBA 
presented the newest research results in Austria and 
other EU countries. Such monitoring has potential and 
benefit to serve as a decision-making support tool for 
managing the COVID-19 crisis also in EaP countries. The 
webinar was attended by over 100 public health and 
water professionals, partner institutions UNECE and 
OECD, WHO, European Commission and other interested 
parties. 

On 23 and 24 November 2020, an online capacity 
development workshop on Water-related SDG Integration 
and Implementation in Eastern Partnership (EaP) Countries 
and beyond was held. The workshop was organised by 
the OECD with support of the Government of Norway 
and the European Union. The workshop focussed on 
establishing monitoring frameworks for nationalised 
SDG indicators, integrating them into national policy 
documents, mobilising and effectively using finance for 
water-related SDGs. Participants included representatives 
from EaP countries, International Organisations, EU 
Member States and International Financial Institutions. 

On 16-17 December 2020, a virtual workshop on 
financing transboundary water cooperation and basin 
development was executed by UNECE with support 
from OECD. The workshop discussed challenges and 
opportunities related to financing transboundary water 
cooperation and basin development and aimed to 
provide a platform for mutual learning from experiences 
and good practices in mobilising financial resources 
for basin cooperation and transboundary water 
management and development activities; it analysed 
the role of the private sector and innovative financial 
mechanisms in investing in water-related activities at 
the transboundary level; and it provided a platform for 
International Financial Institutions (IFIs) and other banks 

and investors to share information on their functioning 
and the requirements for countries and RBOs to access 
their financing.

Two training videos on biological monitoring of diatoms 
were distributed to national experts, with subtitles in all 
EUWI+ national languages. Questions were collected 
with the help of an interactive feedback form, collectively 
answered, and made available regionally.

With regard to EUWI+ transboundary activities, work 
continued on the proposed bilateral cooperation at the 
technical level between the National Environmental 
Agency of Georgia (NEA) and Hydrometeorology and 
Monitoring Centre (HMC) of Armenia in the Khrami-
Debed/Debeda basin. UBA and UNECE experts and the 
country representatives of Georgia and Armenia have 
finalised the second draft of the Guidance Document 
on the Joint River Monitoring Procedures for the 
“Armenian-Georgian Joint Transboundary Monitoring 
Program of Water Quality in Ktsia/Khrami-Debed River 
Basin”. The draft Guidance was submitted to the relevant 
agencies in Georgia and Armenia for further review and 
suggestions.

Transboundary field work conducted in September 
2020 is currently being evaluated and reported. The 
project team reviews and guides the conclusion of joint 
findings and results.

In response to the continued impact of COVID-19 on 
various long-planned project work, the EU Member State 
Consortium of the Environment Agency Austria (UBA) 
and the International Office for Water (IOW) requested 
DG NEAR in December for an extension of the Results 2 
and 3 of EUWI+ until July 2021. While nearly all activities 
can be completed until the planned end of February 
2021, few procurements can only be accomplished later 
due to new travel bans. This extension will allow them to 
jointly execute with Result 1 partners OECD and UNECE 
another series of National Policy Dialogues and the final 
regional Steering Committee Meeting by May 2021.

Quarter 1 Look ahead
Looking ahead to 2021, two large regional events are 
already under discussion:

• The 6th International Water Forum “Springs of 
Belarus”, and 

• The next EUWI+ regional Steering Committee 
Meeting – tentatively planned for May 2021.
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